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My Chicago Food Bucket Lis t
   
Over the years, I have written and talked about how great a
food city we have in Chicago. So, I started contemplating my
own Chicago food experiences and realized that I have not yet
completed my bucket list. In anticipation of the ACF
conference coming to town, I thought I would list out some
of the iconic food experiences that I have enjoyed-and those I
have yet to accomplish-for those of my readers who may visit
the Windy City this year.

 
What makes a place or menu item Iconic? There are those
things that are only associated with a certain city, like fish
tacos in San Diego, Media Noche in Miami, or Sky Line Chili in
Cincinnati. Chicago has its deep dish pizza, hot dogs, and
Italian beef, but it's not just about eating it at any old
restaurant or street-side stand. Cities say you should eat at
certain places because they have been around for years, but
they are not necessarily good food experiences. It's about the
atmosphere, time of day, and location all thrown together
that makes something worthy of a bucket list. These places
are also very personal and have meaning, as they may
represent a moment in your life that intuitively lives in your
psyche.
 
I have lived in Chicago for a total of nearly 20 years, but for
me, the hot dog that I call special is not a Vienna beef with
the poppyseed roll and the "yada yada" toppings. No
disrespect, as I do love those, especially at 3 AM at the
Wiener Circle on Clark. My pick is an old-school New
England dog that resonates the most in my heart. It was a
simple steamed natural casing hot dog with mustard, onion
and relish on a warm side-cut hot roll from Casey's in Natick
Mass . It was a place my brother took me for lunch one day
when I was young. They were steamed in an old copper tub,
and the guy behind the counter served the dog with a three-
pronged fork. We New Englanders are a tough and cheap
bunch-why not convert a table fork instead? Casey's was a
converted caboose and had only 12 stools and a rail to lean
on. Otherwise, you stood in the elements while you waited for
a hot dog, and it was all part of the allure of the place. The
amazing part was that the hot dog server rolled out those
dawgs faster than you could say Pawtucket.   
 
Here are some of my Chicago bucket list items that may or
may not have occurred. I will keep you guessing for a while:

Eating a Polish in your car from Jims Or iginal   at
2:00 AM when it's -2�F
Ordering the Truffle and Foie Gras Pithiviers off the
Br indil le   New Year's Eve menu with a bottle of Deus
Trying to finish a King Size Breaded Steak Sandwich at
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Recipes, reviews and resources for
everything food and dining in the
Chicago area.  Check out what's
happening this week.

 
The Cicerone Certification
Program certifies and educates
beer professionals in order to
elevate the beer experience for
consumers. cicerone.org.

 
The Craft Beer Networking Group
is comprised of professionals from
a wide variety of industries, and
we meet approximately every 6
weeks at different breweries or
craft beer bars in Chicago for two
main reasons: 
 
   1. Networking 
   2. Enjoying craft beer

Email cbngchicago@gmail.com for
more info and to become part of
the group.

  
 

Eater is the source for people who

Ricobenes
The Large Charcuterie Plate at Publican Quality
Meats or deciding to have a flight of sandwiches just
because you can on a Friday lunch
Having dinner at the bar at the Gir l & the Goat
without a reservation
Asking the bartender to play James Taylor at Kuma's
Corner  while sipping brown liquor on tap and eating
the "Slayer"
Having the Arroz Gordo at Fat Rice and wanting to
go back for more
Having the Honey Butter as a main course with a side
of chicken at Honey Butter Fr ied Chicken
Having a private tasting at the Goose I sland  Barrel
room because that stuff is still made in Chicago
Ordering a Whole Roasted Lamb at Frontier
A tasting of Korval  and F.E.W. Bourbons with my
friends at the Skyline Club while watching a summer
sunset

There are plenty more food experiences (check out ZAGAT's
30  Essential Chicago Dishes ), some simple, some more
involved, but any experience you have should be worthwhile.
Don't just eat a meal, have a dining experience. This is the
same conversation I had with my family. We are no longer
just eating at the table, we are dining with each other. Make
it memorable and worthy of your bucket list.
 
Enjoy our great city!
 

-  Chef John Reed, CEC, CCA

BEER

The Deus

 
DeuS Brut des Flandres is a sparkling, honest and pure
beer created with just water, yeast, malt and hops.

IN THE MOOD FOR A BURGER

P.S. I f you just want a burger...
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care about dining and drinking in
the nation's most important food
cities, like Chicago. A favorite of
industry pros and amateurs alike,
Eater has an uncanny knack for
finding out what's opening where,
who's serving what, and how it's
all going down. Find out what's
new in Chicago.

  
Have the Single at Au Cheval .
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